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UM’S MANSFIELD CENTER RECEIVES ITS LARGEST GRANT EVER 
MISSOULA -
The Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center at The University of Montana has received a 
three-year, $450,000 grant from the Henry Luce Foundation. The grant is the largest ever 
received by the center and brings national recognition to the humanities and Asian studies at
The grant supports the “America’s Wars in Asia: A Cultural Approach to History and 
Memory” project and supplements two other grants for the project. One is a two-year, 
$350,000 grant the center received in January from the United States Japan Foundation. The 
other is a two-year grant of $200,000 from the National Endowment for the Humanities. The 
Maureen and Mike Mansfield Foundation provides the project’s core funding.
The “America’s Wars in Asia” project, a team effort conceived and directed by center 
Director Philip West, is distinguished for its emphasis on looking at the human dimensions of 
war. It is a collaboration with scholars, writers, visual artists and teachers from Asian 
countries in which former Japan ambassador and senator from Montana Mike Mansfield took 
the most interest -- Japan, Korea, Vietnam and China. The project focuses on the Asia Pacific 
War involving Japan; the Korean War; the Vietnam War; and the Asian Cold War, with 




“Much of American understanding of these wars comes from military histories — and 
from films -- that portray war primarily as battles and political and ideological contests,” West 
said. “The project honors this conventional framework but takes the study of war one step 
further by looking at how war affects people. The project is unique in featuring the 
experiences, meanings and memories of combat soldiers and civilians.”
The aim is to educate teachers and the American public at large about Asian people, 
their culture and their history. War serves as a kind of “prism,” West said, through which 
people can better understand the complexities of American-Asian relations since the beginning 
of World War II.
The project’s seeds were sown in 1995 with a five-week NEH-funded humanities 
institute at UM. They have since taken root and grown into three distinct components:
■  The Asia-America dialogue series, begun in summer 1998 with the Vietnam-America 
dialogue. The intensive one-week dialogues — one each summer -- bring in 25 writers, poets, 
artists, filmmakers and military historians. Ten come from the country of focus, 10 from the 
United States and five from other Asian countries affected by the war under discussion. The 
Korean War dialogue was held last June. The series will continue this June with a Japan- 
America dialogue. A China-America dialogue will be held in summer 2001, and a Soviet 
Union-America dialogue on the Asian Cold War will end the series in 2002. Each dialogue 
includes opportunities for exchanges with veterans from western Montana.
■  The digital resource library, a work in progress on the Internet that includes short 
stories, war photos, cartoons, poetry, art, letters, personal stories, military archival materials 
and government documents. It also will include in-depth video interviews with all dialogue 
participants. Its distinguishing feature is the large number of materials representing Asian
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experiences, memories and voices, West said. The Korean War phase is under way, and work 
has begun on the Asia Pacific War phase. The DRL relies heavily on copyright-free material, 
such as government documents, and is password protected for testing while copyright 
permissions are secured. A limited version of the DRL should be online for teachers and 
professors to use by the end of 2001, West said. Collaborating with the center in designing the 
DRL are UM’s Information Technology Resource Center and Missoula-area high school 
teachers.
■  Teacher training institutes, scheduled to start in summer 2003. These will be 
designed to educate teachers about Asian history and culture and train them to use the DRL 
materials in their teaching. Each institute will last two to three weeks and, depending on 
funding, these institutes will continue into the future.
Founded in 1983, the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center builds on Mike Mansfield’s 
belief that the future of the United States rests increasingly on understanding the people of the 
Pacific Rim and his reminder that “it doesn’t hurt to listen to the other side,” West said. The 
center’s mission is to strengthen the study of Asia in American schools and universities.
The Henry Luce Foundation was established in 1936 by the late Henry R. Luce, co­
founder and editor-in-chief of Time Inc. With assets of $1 billion, the foundation supports 
programs focusing on American art, East Asia, higher education, public affairs, theology, and 
women in science.
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